
Bari Malik Shabazz 

 

At Terrible Truth, Martha Trowbridge speculates
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 that Obama’s date of birth was not 

August 4, 1961, as he claims, but October 28, 1959. She further suggests that he was born 

not in Hawaii, but in New York City—with the name Bâri’ M. Shabazz. Bâri’ means “of 

Allah.” M. is for Malik or Malachi, meaning King. Shabazz is the name taken by civil 

rights leader Malcolm “X” (who was born Malcolm Little). “X” used the names Malachi 

Shabazz, Malcolm Shabazz, and Malik El-Shabazz. 

 

Why would Obama have been given that name if he was the son of Stanley Ann Dunham 

and Barack Hussein Obama, Sr.? Because he may in fact have been the son of Stanley 

Ann Dunham and Malcolm “X.” Trowbridge points out that Bâri’ M. Shabazz was 

assigned Social Security Number 084-54-5926 in New York in 1974. She further notes 

that, according to the Social Security Death Index (SSDI), Bâri’ M. Shabazz died in 

August 1994. But “He didn’t really die,” suggests Trowbridge. “His birth identity ‘had’ 

to die. …What with his prodigious [political] plans, ‘Barack Obama’ certainly couldn’t 

risk having Bâri′ M. Shabazz walking around, now, could he?!”  

 

The SSDI shows that the death was not based on a death certificate but a report by a 

family member or “or someone acting on behalf of a family member.” The records also 

reflect the code “PE,” which means “an inconsistency exists between what was reported 

and what was recorded in the government’s files.”  

 

Interestingly, one of the addresses Trowbridge found for the name Bâri′ M. Shabazz was 

a mere block away from the 1959 address of Malcolm X in East Elmhurst, New York. 

 

Ms. Trowbridge lists no sources for her information, but there are more than a few 

reasons not to dismiss her theory out of hand. As readers of The Obama Timeline know, 

Malcolm X visited Kenya in 1959 and met with Tom Mboya. Mboya was a prominent 

politician and the Secretary General of the Kenya Federation of Labour—and a close 

friend of Obama, Sr. (Further, Mboya visited the United States in 1959 to obtain financial 

support for the American education of Kenyan students.) It is not unreasonable to believe 

that Malcolm X met Obama, Sr. in Kenya during his visit. (Mboya was murdered in 

1969. Obama, Sr. testified against the killer. That led to Obama, Sr.’s first car accident, a 

hit-and-run meant to kill him but which instead resulted in the amputation of his legs.) 

 

Keep in mind that Obama’s mother, Stanley Ann Dunham did not want to attend the 

University of Hawaii and wanted instead to go to the University of Washington, where 

many of her high school chums were headed. If “X” fathered Obama with Dunham, and 

“X” already knew that Obama, Sr. was in (or headed to) Honolulu, one can imagine “X” 

persuading Dunham to go there for the purpose of “obtaining a black father” for their 

child. (“X” could certainly not have let it be known that he fathered a child with a white 

woman—not when “X” split with the Nation of Islam partly over the issue of the 

illegitimate children of its leader, Elijah Muhammed.) 

 



So, “X” needed a cover for his child, and also wanted to look after him—his only son—

from a safe distance. He persuaded Obama, Sr. to be the temporary father, and gave him 

some cash as an added incentive. Dunham perhaps had the baby in New York City, or 

even Vancouver—where she would obtain free Canadian health care, be asked fewer 

questions, and then head to Seattle to attend the University of Washington with her high 

school friends. Stanley Ann likely received some cash from ‘X’ as well. Grandma 

Madelyn Dunham registered the infant’s birth in Honolulu as an at-home delivery. 

Everybody won… except that Stanley was stuck with an infant. So she made her way 

back to Honolulu and dumped the kid on her parents, while she continued her studies of 

anything and everything non-American. 

 

“X” asked his closest comrades to look after junior should anything happen to him. That 

included his personal attorney, Percy Sutton, and Black Panther attorney and 

revolutionary Donald Warden (who would later take the name Khalid al Mansour). When 

junior needed cash for school, it came from FOX (“Friends of X”). When junior needed 

to get into Harvard, he got a letter of recommendation from Percy Sutton—and Harvard 

got cash from Saudi Prince Waleed bin Talal to fund a Muslim studies program. Why did 

bin Talal pony up the cash? Because Warden/al Mansour was his financial advisor. 

(Warden also previously holed up at a San Francisco marina with terrorists William 

Ayers and Bernardine Dohrn—future buddies of Obama—while they hid from the FBI 

and plotted a revolutionary overthrow of the United States.) 

 

Those who have been paying attention may have noticed that Obama’s older daughter is 

the spitting image of one of the daughters of Malcolm “X.” Of course, Obama himself 

resembles “X” far more than he resembles Obama, Sr. or Frank Marshall Davis. Obama 

also shares some facial resemblance to his maternal grandfather, Stanley Armour 

Dunham. Obama, Sr. had a deep voice like James Earl Jones, but junior (Obama) has no 

such voice. Compare videos of “X” speaking and Obama speaking and try to argue there 

are no similarities. 

 

Obama also often voices the “sssss” sound much like “X” did. (Listen to Obama say 

“Congresssss” in his “pass this jobs bill now!” speech to a Joint Session of Congress. It 

can clearly be heard in his very first words: “Mr. Speaker, Mr. Vice President, Members 

of Congresssss…” “X” had that same speech impediment.
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Obama’s daughter Malia Ann may have been named in honor of one of the daughters of 

Malcolm “X,” Malika Shabazz, or after Malcolm “X” himself, whose tombstone is 

inscribed with “Hajj Malik.” Malik means “king” in Arabic, while Malikah means 

“queen.” (Malcolm “X,” who was born Malcolm Little, became a Sunni Muslim and after 

a pilgrimage to Mecca he called himself El-Hajj Malik El-Shabazz; his children use the 

surname Shabazz.) 

 

Many readers may also recall Obama’s victory speech at Chicago’s Grant Park on 

election night. Obama wore a black suit with a red tie. His youngest daughter, Natasha, 

wore a black dress; older daughter Malia wore a red dress; and Michelle Obama wore an 

arguably unattractive red and black dress that appeared to represent a large “X.” The 



stark colors and the “X” suggest that the outfits are meant to honor Malcolm X. Red is 

the traditional color of socialism, and is associated with social democrat and socialist 

political parties; black is the traditional color of anarchism, and black power. Who the 

Hell puts their little girl in a jet black dress for a celebratory occasion? Where does one 

even buy a black dress for a little girl? 

 

Coincidences and speculation prove nothing, of course, yet circumstantial evidence is 

often enough to get you jailed for murder (Scott Peterson), or not (O.J. Simpson). 

 

Is Barry Obama Soetoro really Bâri’ M. Shabazz? I am certainly not about to dismiss that 

theory. From my perspective, O’s father was very likely Malcolm “X.” Whether his 

original birth certificate says Barry Little, Bari Shabazz, Barry Dunham, or Barack 

Obama I have no way of knowing. But that document—whether it lies in Honolulu, New 

York, Vancouver, or Kenya—certainly says something he wants kept secret. 

 

For my money, the little girl in the black dress says it all... 

 

 

Don Fredrick 

November 4, 2011 

 

 

Note: One problem with the Bâri’ M. Shabazz theory is that it is inconsistent with the 

statement of a woman who claimed she had to show Stanley Ann Dunham how to change 

a diaper—when she visited her with her newborn baby in August 1961. If Obama was 

born in October 1959 his mother would certainly not have needed help with that task 

almost two years later. On the other hand, it may be that the visit was not in August 1961, 

and a 1959 birth date could explain why Obama appears “big for his age” in some 

school photographs. The earlier birth date could explain a photograph of his bikini-clad 

mother purportedly taken on a Honolulu beach in July 1961—clearly showing that she 

was not pregnant. 

 

Every Obama incident must, of course, be taken with more than a few grains of salt. One 

cannot exclude theory X for being inconsistent with theory Y unless one is certain that 

theory Y is fact and not just another theory or unsupported claim. The simple truth is that 

no one knows much of anything about Obama with any degree of certainty, except that he 

was born somewhere, sometime. 

 

Ms. Trowbridge has also uncovered a photograph from the April 1962 edition of 

“Muhammed Speaks,” the Nation of Islam newspaper now known as “Muslim Journal.” 

The photograph is captioned, “The Young Listened,” and accompanies an article that 

states, “More than 12,000 people on February 23 gathered in Chicago’s International 

Amphitheater to hear Messenger Elijah Muhammad speak on The Future Of The 

American So-called Negroes.” The photograph shows a black infant or toddler with a 

woman who could be white and could be his mother. Trowbridge speculates that the 

photograph shows a young Obama with Stanley Ann Dunham.
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On November 5 ThePostEmail.com reports that a reader has requested Form SS-5 for 

Bâri’ Malik Shabazz. Form SS-5 is completed by a person applying for a Social Security 

number. Because Bâri’ Malik Shabazz was reported deceased, Form SS-5 can be 

obtained via a Freedom of Information Act request. But The Post & Email has also been 

“provided with information stating that ‘public records’ pertaining to Bari M. Shabazz 

have been altered to show that he is still alive and living in East Elmhurst, NY, rather 

than dead, as recently reported in Trowbridge’s post.” If the individual is alive, his Form 

SS-5 cannot be obtained. (The unstated assumptions are that Bâri’ Malik Shabazz is 

Obama; Bâri’ Malik Shabazz was declared dead in 1994 to get rid of that identity as 

Obama prepared for his entry into politics; and Bâri’ Malik Shabazz has now been 

miraculously declared undead in order to prevent anyone from viewing his records.)
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On November 7 attorney Mario Apuzzo (Kerchner v. Obama) provides evidence of a 

March 1982 automobile accident involving Bari Shabazz, who is ticketed for driving 

without a license. Shabazz fails to show up in court and provide his drivers license—

which is supposedly from New York. Apuzzo speculates that the driver may be the same 

Bari Shabazz who Trowbridge believes is actually Obama.
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 http://terribletruth.wordpress.com/2011/11/02/bari%e2%80%b2-barry-barack/ 
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 http://www.theblaze.com/stories/how-many-times-does-obama-ask-congress-to-pass-
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