They Can’t Find Two Natural Born Citizens Out Of 300 Million?

What the heck is wrong with both the Democrat and the Republican parties? In a nation
of more than 300 million people, can neither one find natural born citizens to run for
president?

1. Obama is not a natural born citizen because he did not have two U.S. citizen parents on
the date of his birth. He was born with divided loyalties because his father was a citizen
of the United Kingdom. (In 1961, Kenya had not yet gained its independence from Great
Britain.)

2. John McCain was born in Panama to two U.S. citizen parents. (His father was a naval
officer stationed in Panama.) There is a question as to whether McCain was born at the
Coco Solo Naval Air Station (and therefore on U.S. property) or in the hospital in the city
of Colon. If the latter is true, a case can be made that McCain is not a natural born
citizen—although he is certainly a U.S. citizen.

3. Although Mitt Romney was born in Michigan, his father George was born in Mexico.
There is some question as to whether George's Mormon missionary parents became
Mexican citizens. (The assumption is that they did, because they owned property in
Mexico.) If George Romney became a naturalized U.S. citizen before Mitt’s birth, then
Mitt Romney is a natural born citizen. (But George Romney was not a natural born
citizen if his parents were Mexican citizens. George would only have been a naturalized
U.S. citizen. He was eligible to serve as Governor of Michigan, but not as president.)

4. Marco Rubio was born in Florida to two Cuban citizen parents. He is therefore not a
natural born citizen.

5. Bobby Jindal was born in the United States to two Indian citizen parents. He is
therefore not a natural born citizen.

6. Rick Santorum’s father, Aldo Santorum, was born in Italy and subsequently emigrated
to the United States. Candidate Santorum has not released any evidence showing when, if
ever, his father became a naturalized U.S. citizen. A Freedom of Information Act request
produced a response from the National Archives and Records Administration stating that
it was unable to find any naturalization records for Aldo Santorum. If they exist, they
exist elsewhere. (It may be that Rick Santorum’s father, although he entered the United
States legally, never became a naturalized U.S. citizen—or he did not do so until after his
son Rick’s birth. If that is the case, then Rick Santorum is, like Obama, ineligible to serve
as president because he is not a natural born citizen.)

7. Chester A. Arthur was the first illegal president. (Obama is the second.) Arthur hid the
fact that his father did not become a U.S. citizen until years after Chester’s birth.

If “natural born citizen” means nothing more than “born on U.S. soil,” then why did
Chester Arthur go to great lengths—even burning records—to hide his father’s past?



Why does Santorum get testy about his father’s background and refuse to provide Aldo
Santorum’s naturalization papers? Why has Obama spent millions trying to keep
eligibility lawsuits from reaching the Supreme Court?

Obama wanted McCain to be his opponent in 2008 partly because his past was, like his
own, questionable. Obama wants Romney to be his opponent for the same reason. (If
Obama continues to be questioned about the fact that his [purported] father was born in
Africa, Obama’s supporters can respond, “Who cares? After all, Romney’s father was
born in Mexico!”) If Santorum becomes the GOP candidate, Obama can, if necessary,
have his lackeys question Aldo Santorum’s background.

George Washington, John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, and several more of the nation’s
first presidents were not natural born citizens. They were only “generic” U.S. citizens.
They could not be natural born citizens because they were not born to two U.S. citizen
parents. (They were born to British parents.) But Article II, Section 1, Clause 5 of the
U.S. Constitution allows an exception for individuals who were not natural born
citizens—provided they were citizens at the time of the nation’s founding. Obama was
certainly not a citizen in 1789, and the exception in the U.S. Constitution does not
therefore apply to him. Nor does it apply to Chester A. Arthur, George Romney, John
McCain, Rick Santorum, Marco Rubio, or Bobby Jindal.

Despite the complaints of Obama supporters to the contrary, race has nothing to do with
the issue. Political affiliation has nothing to do with the issue. The issue is whether the
U.S. Constitution is the law of the land and should be followed. The issue is whether this
is a nation of laws—or a nation of men who believe they are above the law.
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Note: Article II, Section 1, Clause 5 reads: “No Person except a natural born Citizen, or a
Citizen of the United States, at the time of the Adoption of this Constitution, shall be
eligible to the Office of President; neither shall any Person be eligible to that Office who
shall not have attained to the Age of thirty five Years, and been fourteen Years a Resident
within the United States.” [Emphasis added] The bold-faced text is the exception that
allowed George Washington, John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, and others to be president
even though they were not natural born citizens. They were U.S. citizens, to be sure, but
they were not natural born citizens because they were not born to two U.S. citizen
parents. (George Washington’s parents could not have been U.S. citizens when he was
born in 1732 because, of course, there was no United States in 1732. Washington was
born on U.S. soil—in the state of Virginia—but he was not a natural born citizen because
his parents were, in 1732, British citizens.)

It is impossible to argue that the term “natural born citizen”” means nothing more than
having been born on U.S. soil because that interpretation contradicts the above text in the



U.S. Constitution. Had the Founding Fathers meant nothing more than “born on U.S.
soil” they would have written: “No Person except a born Citizen shall be eligible to the
Office of President; neither shall any Person be eligible to that Office who shall not have
attained to the Age of thirty five Years, and been fourteen Years a Resident within the
United States.” In fact, earlier drafts of the document did require only that a president be
a “born citizen”—someone born on U.S. soil, without regard to the citizenship of the
parents. But John Jay wrote George Washington and asked whether presidents should be
natural born citizens, in order to prohibit those born with divided loyalties from serving.
Jay’s advice was followed. The term natural born citizen was inserted, and the
“grandfather clause” text—the bold-faced text above—was added in order to allow for
persons who were not natural born citizens, like George Washington, to serve as
president. Without that exception, no one in 1789 would have been eligible to serve as
president. (Since Obama declared his candidacy in 2007, his supporters have been
actively searching the Internet to modify or remove items that support the argument that
he is not a natural born citizen. They have even gone so far as to remove references to
Minor v. Happersett from the text of Supreme Court cases posted at the legal database
Justia.com. When attorney Leo Donofrio identified those “scrubbings,” the text was
replaced. Despite clear historical evidence that the citizenship of the parents is critical to
the issue of whether an individual is a natural born citizen, the Internet is now awash with
statements to the contrary. But, at least so far, the “Obots” have not dared to change the
text of Article II, Section 1, Clause 5 of the U.S. Constitution.)



